
Safeguarding guidance for team captains 2026
(This document incorporates LTA safeguarding guidance and related OGTC safeguarding policies and procedures)
Introduction

All captains need to be mindful of the safeguarding of junior players (18 and under) and any vulnerable adults, playing in their teams. This document provides specific guidance and advice for captains. If you have any questions about this or wider safeguarding issues or need further support or advice, please contact Jackie Rossa on 07701029798 or email safeguarding@oadbytennis.co.uk

Junior eligibility to play in senior matches
· Only juniors whose parents have completed a consent/emergency contact form are allowed to play in senior matches. There are no exceptions to this. 
· Captains will receive a list of juniors with completed forms who are eligible to play
· If a captain wishes to play a junior whose name is not on this list, they will need to inform Honor. A consent form will them be requested. However the junior cannot play until this is in place. 
· Consent forms will be held centrally and shared with captains of relevant teams.
· Even if parents drive juniors to and from matches, a consent form still needs to be completed.

Transporting juniors to and from matches
· Parents must be informed of the destination and who the driver will be.
· The consent/emergency contact form must be shared with the driver when the captain is not the driver. 
· There must always be two adults in the car, seated in the front when transporting juniors.
· Juniors are seated in the back of the vehicle at all times. 
· There is an agreed procedure in the event of a breakdown/emergency
· The driver has a valid UK driving licence and complies with all driving related legislation including the use of seatbelts. 
NB: if arrangements for transport are made for transport between parents or other adults who are outside of the club, the club has no responsibility in relation to transport

Use of Social Media
If captains are using WhatsApp or other social media platforms to arrange matches, juniors must not be included in these groups, however parents should be invited. 
If match reports with photographs are posted on the club’s web page or on social media, permission must be given by the parent and only the first name of the junior should be used.

Personal contact
All senior members should refrain from close personal contact with juniors, even after for, example celebrating a win or consoling after a defeat. For example a high 5 is ok, but a hug/kiss is not. 

Disclosures
It is highly unlikely that a junior will disclose a safeguarding concern to you. However, if this does happen, you need to follow the process below, and report the matter as soon as possible. 
1. Reassure them that they are right to tell you about the issue
2. Listen carefully and calmly to them. You don’t need to investigate or ask questions.
3. Do not promise secrecy, explain that you will tell someone who will help them. 
4. Do not permit personal doubt prevent you from reporting the concern/disclosure. Always report to either the Welfare officer, the LTA or Police if an emergency.  

Other useful contact information
· Jackie Rossa 07701029798
· The LTA Safeguarding and Protection Committee: 02084877000 E: Safeguarding@LTA.org.uk.
· Leicestershire First response duty team 24 hours: 0116 305 0005
· Local Authority Adult Services: 01164541004, Emergency: 01162551606
 Associated policies and documents
· Reporting a concern form
· Safeguarding Policy
· Anti Bullying Policy
· Diversity and Inclusion Policy
· Code of Conduct
· Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Policy
· Staying safe online
· LTA Transgender and Non-binary Policy
· Photography and filming Policy
· Whistleblowing policy 



